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Dear Saints, 

 

I am writing to you in the Easter season, assured that the Resurrection has changed the meaning of 

death, life, and all that we do.  After a long series of sermons on the General Rules, we have turned a corner, 

to discuss basic teaching of Wesleyan Christians: New Birth, Being God’s People, Believing in One Baptism, 

Becoming Holy, Spiritual Gifts, and Finding Assurance. I believe, these are at the core of what it means to 

follow Jesus in the Wesleyan way.  

We are blessed to be a part of a connectional denomination whose theological underpinnings run 

deep, and whose shared resources offer us inspiration! This coming month, on Thursday May 11, the Rev. 

Mike Slaughter, the revitalizing pastor of Ginghamsburg UMC in Ohio will be with our District, and we will 

be hosting! This is Mike’s second visit to Northern Maine—the last time he visited us in Orono, and a few of 

us made it to hear him present. As Jim Tatgenhorst would tell you, it was Mike Slaughter’s story that got him 

thinking about the free breakfast we will be hosting for the community this weekend. About the same time 

Mike Slaughter was last in Northern Maine, we shared in the congregational study “Shiny Gods” that he 

authored, focusing on disciplines of personal stewardship and financial responsibility. I have found Mike 

very inspiring, and his books helpful. I want to encourage you to make time to be here for some or all of the 

day (I recognize that could be a significant sacrifice). 

While most of the time I am glad to be a United Methodist, the wider denomination is in the midst 

of ongoing tensions and discernment. My hope is for us at HHUMC to focus on our mission of making 

disciples and offering signs of the love and grace we have found in Jesus Christ to the world. However, I 

believe you deserve some information about the challenges our denomination faces as well. The United 

Methodist Church continues to struggle with questions regarding the proper use of human sexuality for 

Christians. As a result, the 2016 General Conference established a Commission on a Way Forward, to work 

with the Council of Bishops to propose a complete re-writing of those sections of the Book of Discipline 

related to human sexuality. This week, the Council of Bishops (the only body authorized to do so) has called 

a special General Conference on Feb. 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis, Missouri, to address the report of the 

Commission. Also this week, the Judicial Council (our UMC “Supreme Court”) heard oral arguments around 

a question of law that could impact a Bishop elected in the Western Jurisdiction last summer. I have asked 

Kim to include press releases from umc.org related to both of these matters, and of course, you can find out 

more if you’d like by watching our denominational website. I have always seen my role with you in these 

matters as a representative of the wider Church. As such, I have resisted offering an opinion on the “right-

ness” of church law. While I intend to maintain that position, I do want to facilitate conversation with all of 

you, so that we might better understand one another. I am aware that within this congregation we have 

people who view sexuality and Christian sexual ethics very differently—I want us to live together better at 

HHUMC than I sometimes see in other contexts! 

Whatever good, whatever challenges, whatever we face—it is still Easter, and we are still 

Resurrection people! Christ is Risen! Alleluia! 
Christ is Risen, Indeed! 

 

The Rev. David Nicol, Pastor of Hampden Highlands UMC 

 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1  Garrett Miller 
2  Royce Howes 
3  Sara Chiavacci 
4    Dorna Thomas 
  John Gibboni 
5    Lawrence Philbrick 
7   Melanie Parker 
8    Robert Donnelly 
10  Kelly Nelson-Santiago 
18  Celeste Hanish 
19    Adam Boss 
  Davis Rawcliffe 
21   Laura Osborne 
21   Kyle Churchill 
22   Barb Packard 
23   Chris Henderson 
25   Laurie March 
 John Daniel Lafayette IV 
30   Valerie Grindrod 
 

  

Send cards, 

letters or a 

quick phone 

call.  Or, how 

about adding 

them to your 

prayer life for 

the month of 

May 



 
 May 7, 2017 
Lector:  Chuck McMahan              Communion Stewards 
Acolytes:  Mackenzie and    Noel March - B 
   Jadelyn Marden                    Roberta Alls 
Greeter:  Kevin Young and ……………                Nathan McKnight 
Usher:  Amy and Grace Clement 
Counters:  Darla King and Kathy Gallupe 
Fellowship:  Finance 
 
May 14, 2017 
Lector: ………..  
Acolytes:  Caleb March and Abraham Nichol   
Greeter:  David Bishop and ……… 
Usher:  Heidi and Lainey Thomas 
Counters:  Angela Damboise and Gloria Lee 
Fellowship:  Memorials 
 
May 21, 2017 – Children’s Sunday 
Lector:  Heidi Ravenscraft 
Acolytes:  Sara and Emma Damboise  
Greeter:  Simon Thomas and Jessie Davis 
Usher:  Bob Drew and Bill Boden 
Counters:  Jay Willey and Gloria Lee 
Fellowship:  Worship 
 
May 28, 2107 
Lector:  Linda Mosley 
Acolytes:  Simon Thomas and Caleb March 
Greeter:  Charlene Jones and Heidi Ravenscraft 
Usher:  Ray and Tina Goss 
Counters:  Kathy Gallupe and Marilyn Boulier 
Fellowship:  Nurture 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Yellow Highlighted areas are 
where I need people to fill 

in!! 

Soon school will be out, some will head upta camp, others on exotic 

vacations.  If you find that your plans conflict with your scheduled 

worship duties, reach out to those on your contact list to find a 

replacement.  And then, let the Parish Administrator (me) know 



 
 
Northern Maine Leadership  
Academy featuring 
keynote speaker 
 
 Rev Dr. Ken Sloane. 
 
Make plans to attend the 
Leadership Academy 
on Saturday, May 6th 

 at the Guilford UMC.  Rev 
Dr Ken Sloane will provide 
the keynote address titled  
" Together We Can: Telling 
the Mission Story".   
We will also have  
workshops on: 
 

• SPRC,  

• Mission InSite,  

• Basic Computer 
Skills, Generous 
Discipleship, Church 
Audit and 

• Improving your 
preaching skills. 

 
There is a $10 suggested 
donation to cover the cost of 
lunch.  Childcare will be 
provided with advanced 
notice. 
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Mike Slaughter comes to 
Northern Maine! 
Join us at Hampden Highlands 
UMC for a day with Mike 
Slaughter.  Rev Slaughter is the 
lead pastor of the 
Ginghamsburg UMC and will be 
joining us on May 11th.   
His morning topic will be "The 
Passionate Church" 
The afternoon will feature 
"Momentum for Life"  
and finally the evening will be 
"Gleanings from an Aging 
Dreamer" 
Lunch and dinner will be 
provided.  There is a suggested 
donation of $10 for one meal or 
$15 for both to cover 
costs.  Child care will be 
provided with advanced notice.  
There will be an opportunity to 
purchase books and have them 
signed, as well.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Annual 

Conference 

June 15 -17 

 

 

 
 

Pre-Conference  

Briefing  

June 3rd is the date for the 

preconference briefing being 

held at the Ellsworth UMC.  If 

you are attending  

Annual Conference 

June 15 – 17 

please attend the briefing.  We 

will be covering the issues that 

will be voted on and answering 

any questions you may have.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Many thanks to District 
Administrative Assistant 

Kelly Nelson Santiago 

for her input😊 

 



 

 

 

 

John is finishing up his   
cross country trek.   
Read about his  
adventure on  
http://crosscountryridejoh
nwilson.blogspot.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
May 6 Leadership Academy 
 Guilford UMC 
 
May 11 Mike Slaughter 
 HHUMC 
 
May 13 Spring Ring 

Handbell Festival 
Brewer First 

Congregational Church 
4 pm 

 
May 14 Mother’s Day 
 
May 20 Children’s Fair 
 Skehan Gym 
 
May 21 Children’s Sunday 
 
May 29 Memorial Day 
 
June 3 – Pre-Conference 
 Briefing for Annual 
 Conference 
 Ellsworth UMC 
 
June 15 -17 Annual 
Conference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trustee Committee 
 
Some work has been going on 
around the church.  The 
hardwood floors in the  
 
Parsonage have been redone 
and they look pretty amazing!!    
 

 
                
     and….. 
 
If you haven’t checked out the 
nursery in a while, saunter on 
by and take a peek.  Many 
hands made light work of 
repainting and decorating the 
nursery.  Thanks to Laura 
Osborne, Chris Henderson and 
Heidi Thomas for their hard 
work and assistance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://crosscountryride/


Outreach Committee 
 

 
Just wanted to verify some 
information from last month’s 
newsletter.   
 
The Help for Hampden fund is 
mainly for fuel (oil), electric bill 
and car maintenance bill 
assistance and is a separate 
account at the Hampden 
Congregational Church. 
 
The Food Cupboard, correctly 
called the Hampden 
Neighborhood Food Cupboard, 
received the funds raised from 
the Art, Music and Meal event.   
 
The Outreach Committee also 
helps with the Salvation Army 
lunch meal every other month, 
on the third Wednesday of the 
month.  During the opposite 
month, the Outreach 
Committee contributes to the 
evening meal at the Bangor 
Area Homeless Shelter, which 
is on the second Sunday of the 
month.   
 
The Outreach Committee 
continues to take donations for 
Backpacks for Homeless Teens 
at Hampden Academy. 
 
The following items continue to 
be needed: 
 
single can/jar of peanut butter, 
jelly or tuna 
single serving container of soup 
or ravioli and  
black leggings.    
 
Contact Chris Henderson if you 
can be of assistance.    
 

 
 

 
 

 
Spring Ring 

Handbell Festival 
 
Brewer First 
Congregational 
Church 
 
33 Church St 
Brewer, Maine 
 
Saturday, May 13 
4 pm 
 
Suggested Donation: 
A non-perishable food 
item to benefit the 
Brewer Food Pantry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Camp 
Mechuwana 

mechuwana@fairpoint.net 

www.mechuwana.org 

Middle School 
Elementary Music 

Theatre 
For campers finishing Grades 
3-6 
 
Every year a show is written just 
for you, and this year is no 
exception! This year's show will be 
a treasure hunt of sorts, searching 
for one of the powerful things in 
the world! This new show, entitled 
"The Power of Yet," tells a story of 
someone searching for an 
amazing treasure, the power of 
possibility. Through lots of twists 
and turns, we learn that there is 
much that we can't know or do or 
be.....yet! YET! A veteran staff of 
counselors and experienced 
theater adults who love working 
with young campers await you. 
Come be part of this exciting week 
filled with music, swimming, 
boating, arts and crafts, and much 
more!   

 
Elementary/Middle 
School Music Theatre  
For campers finishing Grades 
4-9 
So you like to act, sing, and have 
loads of fun? Well this camp is for 
you! Come take part in a musical 
written for you and your friends. 
Everyone has a part as you work 
with a dedicated staff that have 
been together for more than 20 
years-and who all love music 
theater. Those of you who would 
like a chance to work on the 
technical aspects of theater are 
welcome, too. Besides the theater 
experience, you will have plenty of 
time to take part in all the other 
camp activities Mechuwana has to 
offer. 
 

  

Middle School/Senior 
High Music Theatre 
For campers finishing Grades 
6-12 
Campers will have the opportunity 
to participate in acting, singing, 
dancing, directing, writing, and 
technical assistance. Led by 
professional performing artists and 
a team of seasoned theater 
volunteers, this camp focuses on a 
full-scale musical theater 
performance. Come for a week 
filled with challenging and 
rewarding experiences that will 
allow you to make friends who will 
last a lifetime. Performances will 
be held on Friday evening and 
Saturday morning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basketball Camp for 
youth in grades 6-9 
 
Our basketball program offers 
the best of both worlds: learning 
basketball skills and having a 
great summer camp experience 
with amazing people. 
  
Your day will consist of morning 
basketball sessions where drills 
and fundamentals of the game 
are taught; afternoons filled with 
camp activities like swimming 
and boating; and evenings 
including another basketball 
session where you will get a 
chance to practice your skills in 
scrimmages.     
  
This camp will be led by Molly 
Menice, a coach in the 
Monmouth Academy school 
system.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you know 
someone who 
would like to 

attend summer 
camp?   

 
Camperships are 

available, 
inquire at the 

office 

http://www.mechuwana.org/


Bishops set 
date for special 
2019 General 
Conference 

By Heather Hahn 
April 25, 2017 | UMNS 

The Council of Bishops announced 

the call to a special General 

Conference on Feb. 23-26, 2019, in 

St. Louis, Missouri. 

The special meeting of The United 

Methodist Church’s top lawmaking 

assembly will be limited to acting on 

a report by Council of Bishops, 

based on the proposals from the 

Commission on the Way Forward. 

The 32-member commission, 

appointed by the bishops, has the 

charge of finding ways for the 

denomination to stay together 

despite deep differences around 

homosexuality. 

General Conference, which usually 

meets every four years, is the only 

body that can speak for the 

denomination. 

“The Council of Bishops encourages 

the entire church to continue in deep, 

unceasing prayer for Holy Spirit 

breakthroughs for the Commission 

on a Way Forward and the Special 

Session of General Conference,” 

said Dakotas-Minnesota Area 

Bishop Bruce Ough, the president of 

the Council of Bishops, in a letter 

released Tuesday, April 25. 

The bishops said last year a 

special General Conference would 

be held in 2019, but did not issue a 

specific call or set the date and 

location. 

The bishops made their 

announcement the same day the 
Judicial Council, the denomination’s 

top court, is hearing oral 

arguments in a case that could 

affect Mountain Sky Area Bishop 

Karen Oliveto, who is openly gay 

and married to a deaconess. 

The Book of Discipline, the 

denomination’s governing document 

approved by General Conference, 

bans same-gender weddings and 

“self-avowed practicing” gay clergy. 

However, debate over those rules 

has intensified recently. 

In July last year, the Western 

Jurisdiction elected and 

consecrated Oliveto, who was at 

the time the senior pastor of Glide 

Memorial Church in San Francisco. 

Also in the months since last year’s 

General Conference, a number of 

conferences voted not to 

conform with church restrictions 

related to ministry with LGBTQ 

individuals. 

Meanwhile, a group of United 

Methodists has formed the Wesleyan 

Covenant Association, a member-

based network for congregations that 

regard the church’s teachings on 

homosexuality as part of Christian 

orthodoxy. At its first meeting, that 

group urged the Way Forward 

Commission to either find a way to 

hold church members accountable 

for the church’s provisions on 

homosexuality or prepare for a 
church split. The Wesleyan 

Covenant Association is set to hold 

its second meeting April 28-29. 

The Commission on a Way Forward 

includes two leaders of the 

Wesleyan Covenant Association as 

well as at least three openly gay 

members. All told, the commission 

includes eight bishops, 11 laity, 11 

elders and two deacons from nine 

countries. The group is currently 

looking at ways to loosen the 

church’s structure. 

The special General Conference 

session would use the same 

delegates as General Conference 

2016 unless annual conferences 

choose to elect new delegates. 

The Commission on General 

Conference, which plans the 

lawmaking assemblies, has set the 

delegate number at 864 — about 58 

percent from the United States and 

30 percent from Africa. The 

remaining delegates are from the 

Philippines, Europe and Eurasia as 

well as 10 from “concordat” 

churches with which The United 

Methodist Church has formal 

relationships. 

The St. Louis location was 

unexpected in the Missouri 

Conference, which learned late April 

24 it would be hosting the special 

General Conference. 

"While it comes as a surprise to us, 

we look forward to offering the 

church and her guests radical 

hospitality in the days leading up to 

and throughout the special session," 

the Missouri Conference said in 

announcing the gathering.  

Sara Hotchkiss, business manager of 

the United Methodist General 

Conference, said the St. Louis 

Convention Center and hotel 

packages were reasonably priced 

and able to meet United Methodists' 

needs.  

"Meet St. Louis, the Convention and 

Visitor Bureau, has a volunteer 

corps that can assist in some of the 

areas that are often done by a local 

host committee," she added. "With 

limited planning time, this was a 

benefit from a host city." 

Last year, Moses Kumar — the 

chief executive of the General 

Council on Finance and 

Administration — told church 

leaders that a special General 

Conference session would cost 

$3.39 million for two days or $4.12 

million for three days. Kumar is also 

the treasurer of General Conference. 

To pay for such a gathering, Kumar 

recommended shortening the 2020 

General Conference in Minneapolis 

by the number of days used for any 

special General Conference session. 

Last year, by a vote of 428 to 405, 

General Conference decided not to 
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take up any legislation related to 

homosexuality and instead 

authorized the bishops to form the 
Commission on a Way Forward. 

The vote came after rumors of a 

potential church split reached a fever 

pitch. 

The bishops do not have a vote at 

General Conference. However, they 

do have the authority under the 

Book of Discipline to call for a 

special session of the General 

Conference, a possibility last 

considered to address the worldwide 

economic crisis of 2008. The 

bishops in 2009 ultimately opted not 

to call a session that time. 

Since The United Methodist 

Church formed in 1968, it has only 

held a General Conference once 

outside of the normal four-year 

schedule. That was in 1970, and its 

purpose was to organize the merger 

of Methodist and Evangelical United 

Brethren denominations. 

The hope is the special General 

Conference will help strengthen the 

denomination that will celebrate its 

50th anniversary next year. 

 

Hahn is a multimedia news reporter 

for United Methodist News Service. 
Contact her at (615) 742-5470 

or newsdesk@umcom.org. To read 

more United Methodist news, 
subscribe to the free Daily or 

Weekly Digests. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Court hears 
arguments over 
gay bishop 

By Linda Bloom 
April 25, 2017 | NEWARK, N.J. 
(UMNS) 

Was last July’s election of a gay 

bishop by United Methodists in the 

denomination’s U.S. Western 

Jurisdiction a violation of church 

law or a legal elevation of a clergy 

member in good standing? 

Representatives of both positions 

argued their case before the United 

Methodist Judicial Council, the 

denomination’s top court, during an 

April 25 oral hearing. 

Athough she was not named in 

the motion for a declaratory 

decision submitted to Judicial 

Council, the focus was squarely on 

Bishop Karen Oliveto, the 

denomination’s first openly gay 

bishop. Oliveto, elected in July, 

currently serves as bishop of the 

Mountain Sky Area, which 

encompasses Colorado, Montana, 

Utah, Wyoming and a church in 

Idaho. 

The 9 a.m. hearing — which lasted 

nearly three hours, including a break 

— drew about 200 people to the 

Hilton at Newark Penn Station, 

some of whom sang, worshipped or 

held communion before or after the 

hearing. 

Those seated in both the main 

hearing room and an overflow room 

equipped with a closed-circuit 

broadcast listened quietly and 

attentively. It was the only portion 

of the council’s April 25-28 meeting 

open to the public, but N. Oswald 

Tweh Sr., president of the Judicial 

Council, thanked the church for its 

“prayerful support” during his 

opening remarks. 

Oliveto was present at the hearing, 

along with other bishops of the 

Western Jurisdiction, staff from her 

jurisdiction and a large group of 

supporters. 

Also present were others interested 

or concerned about how Judicial 

Council might rule in the case — 

including Dixie Brewster, the 

petitioner and a lay representative to 

the 2016 South Central 

Jurisdictional Conference, whose 

motion initiated the proceedings. 

The Rev. Keith Boyette represented 

Brewster before Judicial Council 

and filed briefs on her behalf that 

ask the council to rule that the 

Western Jurisdiction’s actions in 

electing, consecrating and assigning 

Oliveto “negate, ignore and violate” 

provisions of the Book of Discipline, 

the denomination’s law book. 

Richard A. Marsh, who represented 

the Western Jurisdiction, said the 

court should find that the South 

Central Jurisdiction had no standing 

to challenge the election. He cited 

the 1939 Plan of Union between the 

Methodist Episcopal Church North 

and Methodist Episcopal Church 

South as the genesis of the church’s 

constitutional protection for regional 

bodies known as jurisdictions. 

The constitution provides that 

elections in jurisdictions be “free 

from interference or oversight” from 

other jurisdictions, he said. On that 

basis alone, Marsh continued, 

Judicial Council should decline the 

request for a declaratory decision on 

the matter.  Boyette rejected that 

position. “A person elected to the 

office of bishop is a bishop of the 

entire church,” he said. Any bishop 

can go to another jurisdiction, 

preside at General Conference, 

nominate church members to the 

general boards and agencies or serve 

in a leadership position for those 

boards and agencies, he added. 
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Marsh also argued that Oliveto was 

an elder in good standing and “as 

such, met all requirements” to be 

bishop. 

Noting the public record of 

Oliveto’s 2014 same-sex marriage to 

Robin Ridenour, a United Methodist 

deaconess, Boyette disputed that she 

was a qualified candidate for the 

episcopacy. He argued that a public 

record of such a marriage is the 

same as someone being “self-

avowed” as a practicing 

homosexual. The Discipline, he said, 

“makes clear” that an ordained 

person must be celibate in singleness 

or faithful in heterosexual marriage. 

But the Discipline does not 

specifically prohibit a clergy person 

from being in a same-sex marriage, 

Marsh said. Nor, he told the council, 

does such a marriage equal a public 

statement of being self-avowed or 

create a legal definition of 

“practicing” for the church. 

The decades-long position of The 

Book of Discipline, the 

denomination’s law book, is that all 

people are of sacred worth but that 

the practice of homosexuality is 

“incompatible with Christian 

teaching.” 

Since 2004, chargeable offenses 

under church law have included “not 

being celibate in singleness or not 

faithful in a heterosexual marriage” 

and “being a self-avowed 

practicing” gay clergy member. 

Earlier in the day, the United 

Methodist Council of Bishops had 

issued a “call letter” for a special 

session of General Conference to be 

held Feb. 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis. 

The purpose is to receive and act on 

the bishops’ report based on 

recommendations from the 

Commission on the Way Forward, a 

body established to help the 

denomination discuss conflicts over 

issues of sexuality. 

Referring to that body, Marsh said 

that Judicial Council “should not 

interfere with or complicate the 

commission’s work” by making a 

ruling in this case. 

Boyette declared, however, that 

Judicial Council is the only body 

within the denomination that could 

declare the Western Jurisdiction’s 

action “to be unlawful, null and void 

and of no effect.” 

The petition on the Western 

Jurisdiction episcopal election is one 

of seven being considered by 

Judicial Council this week. No 

decisions will be released until the 

meeting has concluded.  

Bloom is the assistant news editor 
for United Methodist News Service 

and is based in New York. Follow 

her 
at https://twitter.com/umcscribe or 

contact her at 615-742-5470 
ornewsdesk@umcom.org. To read 

more United Methodist 

news, subscribe to the free Daily or 

Weekly Digests.  

 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/homosexuality-full-book-of-discipline-statements
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/homosexuality-full-book-of-discipline-statements
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-tackling-44-year-stance-on-homosexuality
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-set-date-for-special-2019-general-conference
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-set-date-for-special-2019-general-conference
https://twitter.com/umcscribe
mailto:newsdesk@umcom.org
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/daily-digest
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/daily-digest

