
  December   
 
                         December—always a significant moment in Church and 
secular time! As we come to the end of Church fiscal year, we plan our 
budget, offer our pledges, and work to finish paying our bills. All this, 
and we start a new fiscal and secular year—hopefully depending on 
God’s grace for our Church’s business in the year to come. This area of 
our lives bridges the two worlds in ways we sometimes forget—as 
Christians we are called to be in the world (not of it), but for it, and so 
we cannot avoid real world needs. 
 
In secular time, we are in what our culture calls “the Christmas Season.” Running from about Thanksgiving 
(or a little before) through Christmas Day, this is the pre-Christmas Shopaganza—this is the time when we are 
asked to offer our dollars on the altar of consumption in a way we rarely hear trumpeted so loudly! How many 
emails have you received from retailers in the last week? How many fliers from stores? All our culture’s 
shopping ends in one large and often joy-filled gathering of family and friends to exchange our finds, and to 
celebrate “peace on earth, good will to all…” at least for the day. On the eighth day of receipted returns to the 
retail world, we’ll be recovering from staying up too late to see midnight on New Year’s Eve as we begin 2018 
with parades and college football. All of this, in a world torn by war and threats of nuclear destruction unheard 
for almost two decades, troubled by sexual assault and violence that has been thrust into the spotlight this Fall, 
and destabilized by natural disasters. We need peace and good will—but a one-day celebration needs to be 
peppered with work for justice and seasoned with a renewed call to responsibility and compassion.  
 
In Church time, we have the privilege of an alternative narrative. We’re in the midst of Advent—waiting for 
the coming of Christ (as King? as Lord? as a Baby? to judge the Living and the Dead?), and preparing to 
celebrate a core conviction of our faith—that in Jesus, God has taken on humanity, so that we might be remade 
to be more perfect reflections of the Divine. Each day, each week as we pray “Thy Kingdom Come,” we are 
reminded of Who is King, and that the King intends to make the world right! 
 
There are these schedules, these rhythms, these patterns that crash together this time of year. Family, friends, 
parties, celebrations, breaks in the school schedule and special events. Our traditions vary by ancestry, by 
region, and even by family, but they share a cultural conviction based in a time when Christian faith was 
normative. As we approach December 25th, we all focus on the blessings we have received and on sharing gifts 
with others. Some of our neighbors might not remember quite why Jesus came to be with us, or that before 
moving to the North Pole, Saint Nicholas was a Greek Bishop who gave gifts to the poor and dispossessed in 
secret. So I suggest, in the midst of this season of joy and giving, of lights and laughter, offer your neighbors 
a chance to see Christ in you, and learn from Saint Nick’s example of generosity. 
 
Who are you hoping to see this Christmas? Are you looking for Santa? Are you searching for the Christ-Child? 

Are you waiting for a miracle? Where is Jesus on your Christmas list? Recently, those of you have been asked to think about 
generosity and your pledge for 2018—if you did not feel like you had time to complete it, there’s still time! Knowing what God 
in Christ has given you, what have you been moved to give to God through the Church in 2018? Are you ready to think about 
giving as a percent of your income? Have you been moving toward tithing? Is this the year to reach closer to that 10% that 
reaches a tithe, or to go beyond? Are you called to plan a major gift or participate in developing an endowment? What might 
Christmas inspire in you? 
 
What might Christmas be like, if this year we focused not so much on what we might be getting for Christmas, but on what we 
have received in Jesus? Would our giving be transformed? Would we follow the example of the Saints around us, and want to 
share with others because God in Christ gave everything for us? Might this season of joy mark a new way for all of us, for every 

day, for the year to come?  
 

May your Advent and Christmas be blessed! In Christ, with you, 
 

The Rev. David Nicol, Pastor of Hampden Highlands UMC 

 
 
 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of the Father’s only 
Son, full of grace and truth.  

 

John 1:1, 14  
(NRSV—alternate version) 
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Nov. 28, 2017 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  

Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
  
I have just returned from a week of continuing education at 
the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society in 
Bangalore, India.  

In India, where Hinduism and Islam are the two most practiced religions, I had many 
opportunities to interact with our Muslim and Hindu brothers and sisters. 

When we heard about the attack on people in prayer at an Egyptian mosque on Nov. 
24, our hearts broke. We know now that 305 people, including 27 children, were 
killed and another 128 were injured. 
  
As we approach the holy season of Advent, a time when we wait expectantly for the 
Prince of Peace to come and unite us, we pray that the world’s divisions might be 
eclipsed by the one who calls us all beloved. 

May we join in prayer for those who have lost loved ones, those who were injured, 
those who have been terrorized, and those whose hearts have led them away from 
peace and unity toward hatred and violence. 

May we all seek to be peacemakers, beginning within ourselves, as we reconcile our 
own bitterness and anger toward others, and then seek to carry that peace out into the 
world around us.  
  
And may we remember the good news: The light shines in the darkness…and the 
darkness will never overcome it. 
   
In Christ's Love, 

 
Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 

  



 

December Birthdays 
 

1  Virginia Earley 

3  John Bidwell 

11 Pam Parker 

15  Karen Williams 

 Norma Fortin 

16  Olivia Scott 

17  Jay Willey 

 Daniel Scott 

18 Logan Lafayette 

21 Noel March 

23 Suzanne Wills 

25 Tien Misler 

26 Noelle Scott 

29  Kasey Belcher 

 Jane Bean 

31  Timothy Henderson 

 David Nygaard 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
December 3, 2017 
Lector:  Pauline Kilhefner 
Nursery:  Chloe March and Katie Worster 
Acolytes:  Mackenzie and Jadeyn Marden 
Greeters:  Jay and Kristen Peet 
Ushers:  David Bishop and Charlene Jones 
Counters:  Darla King and Kathy Gallupe 
Fellowship:  Nurture/Soups On 
Communion:  Robin McMahan, Chuck McMahan  
Noel March 
 
December 10, 2017 
Lector:  Anne Tatgenhorst 
Nursery:  Chloe March and Ellie Prescott 
Acolytes:  Madison and Christian Zerfoss   
Greeters:  John Wilson and Kevin Young 
Ushers:  Chuck and Robin McMahan 
Counters:  Angela Damboise and Gloria Lee 
Fellowship:  Outreach 
Communion:  Roberta Alls, Nathan McKnight and 
Jessie Davis 
 
December 17, 2017 
Lector:  Sue Drew 
Nursery:  Chloe March and Marvia Meagher 
Acolytes:  Abraham Nicol and Simon Thomas 
Greeters: David Bishop and Charlene Jones 
Ushers:  Dwight Packard and Debbie Boss 
Counters:  Jay Willey and Gloria Lee 
Fellowship:  SPRC 
Communion:  Brittany Taggett, Chris Henderson, 
Linda Mosley 
 
 

 
 
 
 
December 24, 2017 Christmas Eve Morning 
Lector:  Sue Drew 
Nursery:  Chloe March and Robin McMahan  
Acolytes:  Caleb March and Si Young 
Greeters:  Simon Thomas and Jessie Davis 
Ushers:  Ray and Tina Goss 
Counters:  Kathy Gallupe and Marilyn Boulier 
Fellowship:  Trustees 
Communion:  Kelly Nelson-Santiago, Anne 
Tatgenhorst 
Linda Mosley 
 
 

December 24 Family Service 3 pm 
 
Christmas Eve 7:00pm 
Lector: 
Nursery: 
Acolytes: 
Greeters: 
Ushers:  Bob Clark 
Counters: 
Communion:  Linda Mosley, Kelly Nelson-Santiago 
 
December 31, 2017 
Lector:  Noel March 
Nursery:  Chloe March and Vickie Davis 
Acolytes:  Brooklyn Davis 
Greeters:  Heidi Ravenscraft and Kathy Gallupe 
Ushers:  Jay Willey and Debbie Boss 
Counters:  Darla King and Angela Damboise 
Fellowship:  Christian Ed/Youth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
Ventriloquist prepares for next big stage 

UMNS Weekly Digest - Oct 27, 2017 
10/20/2017 
 
BY CHRIS SCHUTZ 
 
Ventriloquist Darci Lynne Farmer credits God for blessing her with the 
talent that won her $1 million on the television show “America’s Got 
Talent.” 
The 13-year-old and her family are still adjusting to the changes that 
have resulted from her first-place finish on the show. They are 
members of OKC-Church of the Servant. 
Darci’s parents are Clarke and Misty Farmer, and she has three 
brothers, Nick, Dalton, and Nate. 
Mom Misty said she has advised her daughter to “trust that God’s 

going to take care of you.” 
Darci said she plans to give some of her prize money to the church for mission work. OKC-Servant is “a big family, 
so supportive. I got everybody here to vote for me.” 
The Sept. 20 win came with the chance to perform in four shows at Planet Hollywood in Las Vegas on Nov. 2-5. 
Darci said she is “super excited” about the shows. 
The original plan was for her to perform twice, but demand for tickets was so great that the producers added two 
shows, Misty said. There had been no word from producers of any schedule change after the mass shooting Oct. 1 
in that city, she said.  Darci, her mother, and the producers have not yet decided which of Darci’s six puppets will 
appear in the shows and what songs to use.  The most well-known of the puppets are Petunia, a pink bunny; Oscar, 
a mouse; and Edna, a senior citizen who sang passionately to judge Simon Cowell in an episode of “America’s Got 
Talent.”  Darci also has Katie, a cowgirl she designed; and Okie (a duck) and Nigel (a bird), both gifts. 
It was Darci’s idea to try out for “AGT.” The process involved making an audition video and submitting it. Then show 
producers said they wanted to see her audition in person in Austin, Texas, last year. 
Misty estimated there were thousands of performers who took their acts to Austin in hopes of getting on the TV 
competition.  After that audition, producers called in December. They wanted Darci to perform on the first taped 
show, in Pasadena, Calif.  The young ventriloquist picked the song “Summertime,” from the opera “Porgy and Bess,” 
because she had heard her mother sing it at home. She and Petunia partnered on stage to present it. 
As Darci advanced in the “AGT” voting rounds this summer, she had help from music directors in picking other 
songs she and her puppets performed, such as “Natural Woman” and “With a Little Help From My Friends,” her 
mother said.  Even though some of the songs were not familiar to her daughter, “she learned them all very quickly,” 
Misty said. As part of OKC-Servant’s worship leadership team, Misty assists when the congregation sings hymns. 
Darci said the process of performing was fun and she enjoyed getting compliments from the judges, but waiting on 
stage for the voting results was difficult.  Darci and her parents have been getting a lot of requests for her to 
 perform — “so many that she can’t do them all,” Misty said. They are seeking to work with an agent and manager 
for her.  Chuck Weatherford, who is director of music ministries at OKC-Servant, quipped that Darci is “the most 
famous Methodist I know.”  The good publicity from her win “is good for the Methodist church,” he said. 
Mother and daughter sing together at the church on Mother’s Day. Weatherford said, “They always bring the house 
down.” 
  

 

  



 

Buckets and Kits Away! 
After weeks of hunting and gathering and packing the health kits and cleaning buckets are on their 
way to the next leg of their journey.  
John Blackadar picked up the many boxes and buckets today to take them to Merimack New 
Hampshire where the contents will be verified. Once verified the supplies will head further south to 
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania where they will stand ready to re-supply the major warehouse when 
needed.   
By the time the final count was done, the Northern Maine District had collected 454 Hygiene Kits, 73 
School Kits, and 64 Cleaning Buckets.  An envelope of collected funds was also send which totaled 
$1393. 

Well done Northern Maine!!  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clergy Spiritual Retreat 
 
Advent, Christmas and New Years are over and the 
long winter nights are settling in.  Now is a time to re-
focus and re-new your spirit. 
Join Jackie on Saturday, January 20that the Hampden 
Highlands UMC for a clergy spiritual renewal retreat.  If 
you have a significant other they are invited to join in.  
Please call (862-8089) or e-mail 
(nmedistrict@neumc.org)  the district office to 
RSVP.  Even if you are 'just thinking about it'.   

 

mailto:nmedistrict@neumc.org


Dear Saints, 

 

After seven and ½ years with you here in Hampden, I have grown to love this Church in many ways, as I’m sure 

you have as well during your time here. Not only is this a wonderful place to join in worshiping God, but HHUMC 

gives us wonderful opportunities to serve the world in the name of Christ, and to grow in Christian discipleship. 

This is a great congregation to call home!  

 

As a member or friend of Hampden Highlands UMC, I hope you have found our community encourages you to 

grow in your faith in many ways, and to give of yourself in the work of Christ’s Kingdom. Each year, we 

develop a budget as a community and plan how best to use our resources to do the work of Christ in the world. 

The Finance Committee is working on that process now, and will present it to the congregation for approval in 

December. Because of all those who have given faithfully this year, we have continued to witness to Christ in 

Hampden and the surrounding world through Bible Studies, community outreach activities, children and youth 

programming, special services targeted at growing in our faith, and numerous other activities throughout the 

year. We have seen fruit through 3 confirmands and several adults professing or renewing their Christian faith 

in Hampden this year! 

Each of us is on a journey to living out Christian generosity. Giving is both a spiritual practice, and a vital 

resource for the church. What we spend and where we give says a great deal about what we, as individuals, 

value. As always, I want to encourage you to give generously, and to consider how you might increase your 

giving in the upcoming year so that we can do even more than we have “to proclaim and share the glory of 

God’s boundless love in Christ to all.” To that end, I want to invite you to make an estimated commitment. 

Sometimes we don’t quite make them, other times we exceed those estimates—in either case, I would 

encourage you to prayerfully how much you can plan to give to the work of Christ through Hampden Highlands 

UMC. Because of all the ways God has blessed each of us, together we have the opportunity to give beyond that 

to bless the world through this wonderful congregation! 

For all you do, for all you give, and for all you help us do for Christ together, THANK YOU! 

In Christ’s Service with You, 

 

 

The Rev. David Nicol, Pastor of Hampden Highlands UMC 
 
 
 

Pledge Cards may be turned in at any time. 



  Worship Assistants 
 
Ever sit there before worship begins wondering how you can be of help?  Well,  
in January, we will once again pass around a list for individuals to sign up to assist with the 
worship service.  To help in your decision making are descriptions of the tasks needed to make 
worship service go smoother. 
 
Lector:  This individual is responsible for leading the beginning of the Worship service, such as 
the hymn sing, the greetings, and the reading of the first scripture lesson and assisting with 
Communion 
 
Acolytes:  Acolytes are responsible for lighting the candles at the beginning of the worship 
service and extinguishing them at the end of the service.  Acolytes must be 8 years old. 
 
Greeters:  You are the first impression of the church to guests.  Responsible for introducing 
yourself to guests, providing directions to the Nursery and Sanctuary (as needed) and just 
being your amazing and wonderful self. 
 
Ushers:  Usually the second representative that the congregation meets upon arrival at 
church.  This individual is responsible for attending to the needs of the congregation (seating, 
bathroom, nursery, etc) gathering the offerings, and doing a count of heads for end of year 
statistical report. 
 
Now you know.  So when the sheet comes around in January, you can confidently mark where 
you would like to be of service. 

 
 
 

 

 

Storm Watch Policy 
There really isn’t a formal policy, however, if 

the schools are cancelling, then the office is 

closed.  For Sunday, service will be held, but 

use your “Yankee Common Sense”, if the roads 

are not plowed or don’t look drivable, stay 

home.  Safety first!!  Make sure to check on 

neighbors. 

  



Hampden Youth to travel to South Africa 
 

Robin McMahan has been 

selected to attend the 2018 

Global Young People’s 

Convocation in Johannesburg, 

South Africa.   

Robin is one of 7 delegates in 

the Northeast Jurisdiction 

chosen to attend this global 

event.   

The Global Young People’s 

Convocation is the global event 

of the United Methodist young 

people.  It is held once every 

four years for the purpose of 

celebrating the mission and 

vitality of young people in the 

UMC, raising joys and concerns 

of young people from the global 

community, developing young 

people as leaders for effective 

ministry in local churches and 

communities of faith, 

highlighting emerging trends in 

youth and young adult ministry 

and providing a common forum 

that embraces the global reality 

of the church.   

The Global Young People’s 

Convocation also has a 

legislative Forum which 

provides a venue for proposing 

and discussing legislation 

related to issues of concern to 

young people.  In 2016 the 

General Conference of the UMC 

approved a proposal to change 

the legislation part of the GYPC 

from a formal “assembly” to a 

“forum.” 

The first year the GYPC was 

held in Johannesburg, South 

Africa in 2006 and the second 

convocation was held in 

Tagaytay City, Cavite, 

Philippines.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Greetings Church Family! 
 
I’d like to update you about my 
preparations for attending the UMC Global 
Youth Convocation. I have gratefully 
received donations $900 towards the 
$3500 needed. 
My most pressing deadline is to get $1000 
of the total sum to go to registration by 
early December.  I wanted to say thank 
you to everyone that has donated so far, 
and if anyone wishes to talk with me about 
the trip, feel free to ask me questions. Any 
amount that could be offered to towards 
this opportunity for me to be God’s hands 
and feet in the world would be sincerely 
appreciated. 
 
In love and anticipation of our coming 
Lord, 
 
Robin 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

During the cold winter months, 
HHUMC and our fellow local 

United Methodist Churches give 
away socks, hats, gloves, 

scarves, cocoa and prayers to 
individuals in need in Bangor. 

Many of the recipients are living 
on the streets, couch surfing or 

in one of the shelters; the need 
is dire.  However, the need for 

kindness, prayer and God's 
non-judgmental grace is the 

biggest need of all. The 
third Saturday of every month 

we meet at Grace UMC 
about 10:30 and label socks 

etc. and make the hot cocoa. 
At noon we move outside in two 

stations, one in front of Grace 
UMC and the other in Chapin 

Park across from the Bangor 
Area Homeless Shelter, where 

we pass out the socks, gloves, 
hats, scarves and cocoa to all 

who inquire. We usually end 
about 1:00 but that depends on 

our supplies, the number of 
visitors and the weather.  

We would love to have 
participation! It can be by 

donations of warm socks, cocoa 
etc., an hour or two the 

3rd Saturday of each month, or 
your prayers. Please contact a 

member of the Outreach 
Committee if you are interested. 

 
 Donations can be left in the 

container under the Outreach 
Bulletin Board in the 

Fellowship Hall. 
 

 

 
 

 


